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UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEOPLE WITH A DISABILITY 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Disability Services) [9.05 am]:  This coming Sunday, 3 December 
2006 is the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations International Day of People with a Disability.  The 
day was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in 1981 to celebrate diversity, human rights and, 
above all, to honour the contribution that people with disabilities make to our communities.  All over the world 
people with disabilities, their families and communities, together with business, government and non-
government organisations, are organising events to mark this special day. 
In Perth, the DisAbled Recreation Club and ACROD WA have joined forces to organise a free Celebration of 
Ability exhibition at the Perth Convention Centre on Sunday, 3 December.  The event will feature dozens of 
exhibitors and include guest speakers, interactive displays, new product and technology exhibits, and sporting 
demonstrations such as horse riding, blind cricket, magnetic fishing and wheelchair-accessible hovercraft.  
Visitors can try hand-controlled go-karts and motorcycles, and test their driving skills on a simulator built to 
teach disabled drivers driving skills.  Some of Western Australia’s champion athletes - disabled and otherwise - 
will be making an appearance.  The reigning national wheelchair basketball champions, the CFMEU Wheelcats, 
have challenged the Perth Wildcats to a game of wheelchair basketball.  Western Force players will be trying out 
wheelchair rugby, and members of the Hockeyroos will have a go at electric wheelchair hockey. 
It is estimated that 3.6 million Australians and 600 million people worldwide have a disability of one form or 
another.  In Western Australia, six per cent of the population has a disability that requires them to receive 
assistance with their daily living.  Although their situations may vary, people with disabilities are united in their 
common desire to participate fully in their communities.  Events such as Celebration of Ability this Sunday help 
to break down barriers to understanding, and help to foster acceptance and inclusion of people with disabilities at 
all levels of society.  Celebration of Ability is a timely reminder of how far we have come in the past quarter of a 
century.  People with disabilities now live in the community and work in the open employment market.  Children 
can attend mainstream schools, television programs and movies are captioned, and instructions and books in 
braille are widely available.  We have radically improved the built environment with wheelchair accessible 
toilets, reserved parking for the disabled, ramps and automatic doors. 
The Carpenter government has provided unprecedented levels of funding to disability services.  It has nurtured 
the growth of more than 100 non-government organisations that offer a wide range of disability services.  This 
successful partnership between government and the community sector is one of the key elements of Western 
Australia’s approach to disability services and sets us apart from other Australian jurisdictions.  I heartily 
congratulate the DisAbled Recreation Club and ACROD WA for their vision and hard work in organising the 
Celebration of Ability exhibition.  I encourage members of Parliament and the general community to come along 
this Sunday to enjoy and celebrate the twenty-fifth International Day of People with a Disability. 
 


